59S                                  LOTH AIR.

'I suppose you will feel quite at home there,' said
Euphrosyno to Lothair.

' No; I never was there.'

'No; but you know all about those places and people,
holy places and holy persons. The Blessed Virgin did not,
1 believe, appear to you. It was to a young lady, was it
not ? We were asking each other last night who the
young lady could be.'

CHAPTER  LXXVI.

TIME, which changes everything, is changing even the
traditionary appearance of forlorn Jerusalem. Not that
its mien, after all, was ever very sad. Its airy site, ita
splendid mosque, its vast monasteries, the bright material
of which the whole city is built, its cupolaed houses of
freestone, and above all the Lowers and gates and battle-
ments of its lofty and complete walls, always rendered It a
handsome city. Jerusalem has not been sacked so often
or so recently as the other two great ancient cities, Rome
and Athens. Its vicinage was never more desolate than
the Campagna, or the state of Attica and the Morea in
1830.

The battlefield of western Asia from the days of the
Assyrian kings to those of Mehemet AH, Palestine endured
the same devastation as in modern times has been the
doom of Flanders and the Milanese; but the years of
havoc In the Low Countries and Lombardy must be
counted in Palestine by centuries. Yet the wide plains of
the Holy Land, Sharon and Shechern and Esclraelon, have
recovered ; they are as fertile and as fair as in old days ; it
is the hill culture that has been destroyed, and that is the
culture on which Jerusalem mainly depended. Its hills